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“If we surrendered to Earth’s intelligence, we could rise up rooted like trees, instead, we
entangle ourselves in knots of our own making and struggle lonely and confused.”

(Maria Rainer Rilke, “A Year with Rilke”, translated and edited by Joanna Macy and Anita Barrows, 1
edition, HarperCollins, pg. x).
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THESIS: ON BEING “EUCHARIST” to One Another

The Cultural Shift happening at the Present Time is:

CHURCH is ‘The People of God’. (Imperial Culture has run its course)

Pursuing “Dialogic” Truth

THESIS : ANTTTHESIS : SYNTHESIS

In God’s Love, we are “Eucharist” to one another. God’s Love is the energy of nature, the
energy of life, the energy of faith, hope and love, whose dynamic is shared and experienced in
trustful communication, informed consciousness and committed conscience.

The above states the “thesis” of the “dialogic truth” that is the object of life, the “dialogic” Faith
Game developed here. This thesis is analyzed and enlarged by “anti-thesis” that challenges the
premises of the thesis. The continuing outcomes, products of the dialogue between the thesis
and anti-thesis is a “synthesis”, a coming together of new understandings and ideas revealed in
the context of changing times, changing understandings and conclusions. The “ALL ABOARD
God-Game” invites everyone to take part in enlarging understandings in this time of global
shrinking, and ecological wasting.

Global cultures are mobile and instantaneously in contact, they are interpenetrating each other
and challenging status-quo religions and cultural presumptions, which makes dialog in the
matter of the “intelligence of religion” an urgent topic of discussion.

“Teaching the Faith in a Postmodern World”
Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, S.J.

AMERICA Magazine, May 12, 2008



W hat can I say about the reality of the Catholic Church today? The theme is enormous
and so much more difficult for me, living as I do in Jerusalem, with little contact with the
daily life of our church communities. I am inspired, however, by the words of a great
Russian thinker and man of science, Pavel Florenskij, who died in 1937 as a martyr for
his Christian faith: “Only through immediate experience is it possible to perceive and
value the treasure of the church.” To perceive and value the treasures of the church, one
must enter through the experience of faith.

It would be very easy to draw up notebooks of complaints, full of things that are not
going very well in our church. But this would be to adopt an external and depressing
vision, not to see with the eyes of faith, which are the eyes of love. Of course, we should
not close our eyes to things that are not geing well, but we need to understand the overall
picture in which the problems to be resolved are situated.

A last characteristic of this movement is the refusal to accept anything that smacks of
centralism or a desire to direct things from on high. There is an “anti-Roman complex” in
this way of thinking. We have passed from a context in which the universal counted for
more; what was written and general and timeless, what was durable and unchanging was
preferred to what is particular, local and dated. Today, the preference is for a knowledge
that is more contextual, local, pluralist, adaptable to different circumstances and different
times.

I do not wish to say all of this is completely false. A great deal of discernment would be
needed to distinguish the true from the false, what is said as an approximation from what
is said with precision, that which is simply a tendency or a fashion from what is a solid
declaration. What I am saying is that this mentality is everywhere, especially where there
are young people, and it needs to be taken into account.

And I say something more. Perhaps this situation is better than the one that existed
previously. Christianity has an opportunity to show better its character of challenge, of
objectivity, of realism, of the exercise of true freedom, of a religion linked to the life of
the body and not only of the mind. In a world such as we live in today, the mystery of an
unavailable and always surprising God acquires greater beauty; faith understood as risk
becomes more attractive; a tragic view of existence is strengthened with happy
consequences in contrast to a purely evolutionary vision. Christianity appears more
beautiful, closer to people, and yet more true. The mystery of the Trinity appears as the
source of meaning for life and an aid to understanding the mystery of human existence.

‘Examine Everything With Discernment.’

To teach the faith in this world is nonetheless a challenge. To be prepared one must take
to heart the following attitudes:

Do not be surprised by diversity. Do not be frightened by what is different or new, but
look upon it as something in which is found a gift from God. Prove that you can listen to
things quite different from what we usually think, but without immediately judging the
speaker; try to understand what is being said and the basic arguments put forward. Young
people are very sensitive about an attitude of nonjudgmental listening. This attitude gives
them the courage to say what they really feel and to begin to distinguish what is really
true from what only appears true. As St. Paul says, “Examine everything with
discernment; keep what is good; keep your distance from every trace of evil” (1 Thes
5:21-22).

Take risks. Faith is the great risk of life. “Whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but
the one who loses his life for my sake will save it” (Mt 16:25). Everything has to be
given up for Christ and his Gospel.

Befriend the poor. Put the poor at the center of your life because they are the friends of
Jesus who made himself one of them.

Nourish yourself with the Gospel. As Jesus tells us in the discourse on the bread of life:
“For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world”
(Jn 6:33).



Prayer, Humility and Silence
To help develop these attitudes, I propose four exercises:

1. Lectio divina. This is a recommendation of John Paul II: “It is especially necessary that
the listening to the Word becomes an essential meeting, following the ancient and
present-day tradition of lectio divina, enabling us to discover in the biblical text the living
word that challenges us, directs us, which gives shape to our existence” (

, No. 39). “The Word of God nourishes life, prayer and the daily journey, it is the
principle of unity of the community in a unity of thought, the inspiration for continuing
renewal and for apostolic creativity” (Setting Out Again From Christ, 2002, No. 24).

2. Self-mastery. We need to learn anew that the frank opposition to desires is sometimes
more joyful than endless concessions to everything that seems desirable but ends in
boredom and satiety.

3. Silence. We need to move away from an unhealthy slavery to rumors and endless
chattering, from characterless music that only makes noise, and find each day at least one
half-hour of silence and a half-day each week to think about ourselves, to reflect and pray
for a longer period. That may seem difficult to ask, but when you give an example of the
interior peace and tranquility that result from the exercise, the young take courage and
find it to be an unprecedented source of life and joy.

4. Humility. Do not think that it is up to us to solve the great problems of our times.
Leave room for the Holy Spirit, who works better than we do and more deeply. Do not
wish to stifle the Spirit in others: it is the Spirit who breathes. Rather, be sensitive to its
most subtle manifestations, and for that you need silence.

Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, S.J., is the retired archbishop of Milan, Italy. This
article is adapted from a talk he gave at the 44th General Chapter of the Institute of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools in Rome on May 3, 2007. Reprinted with permission.

Thomas Berry,

(adapted from the dust jacket of EVENING THOUGHTS, 2006, Sierra Club Books)

“_..as we look up at the evening sky, with the stars emerging against the fading
background of the sunset, we think of the mythic foundations of our future. We need to
engage in the shared dream experience.

“The experiences that we have spoken of as we look up at the starry sky at night, and as,
in the morning, we see the landscape revealed as the sun dawns over Earth — these
experiences reveal a physical world but also a more profound world that cannot be
bought with money, cannot be manufactured with technology, cannot be listed on the
stock market, cannot be made in the chemical laboratory, cannot be reproduced with all
our genetic engineering, cannot be sent by email. These experiences require only that we
follow the deepest feelings of the human soul.

“What we look for is no longer the Pax Romana, the peace of imperial Rome, nor is it
simply the Pax Humana, the peace among humans, but the Pax Gaia, the peace of Earth
and every being on Earth. This is the original and final peace, the peace granted by
whatever power it is that brings our world into being. Within the universe, the planet
Earth with all its wonder is the place for the meeting of the divine and the human.”



LIGHT & CONSCIOUSNESS - FAITH & REASON

Authentic life intelligently lived is the POSSIBLE JOURNEY of ‘Uncompromised Trust’. GREEN
RELIGION is authenticated for the same reason life is, namely, for existential dependency on
photosynthesis ‘Inside the Cultural Spectrum’.

‘Uncompromised Trust” means securing the vital diversity of life ‘Inside the Cultural Spectrum’.
Scripture has God saying “Let there be Light”, and with Light, photosynthesis, and informed
consciousness/ conscience. Our self and our consciousness are vital to global/ cultural well-
being. We belong to nature, to ecology, and are morally responsible for securing SELF, ecologic
life and nature; not merely as “stewards” of a property belonging to someone else, but care-
takers of The Self in the holistic sense of belonging to Existential Being, self-dependent in and
through being one with All Other.

References: http://secondenligshtenment.org/Eucharistic%20Worldview.pdf

http://secondenlightenment.org/The%20Anti%20Monopoly%20Board%20Game.pdf

LET THE GAMES BEGIN!

Materials Needed: Play Board; Two Dice; Player Icons (to distinguish players); 4 Sets of
ValueCards (20 Cards per Set, prepared by staff); accounting pad/ pen; Money Prizes

VALUE-CARDS & Winning Points: ValueCards contain information of rated values; the point-
value of each card is indicated on each card; points are accumulated based on points won by
chance-landings on four designated spaces in the middle boxes of the four lines, i.e., the top
and bottom lines and the vertical side lines; value-ratings range from 2 to 6 points. Four points
are gained by running the full circuit of squares on the board, i.e., reaching WISDOM; each time
a circuit is completed, 4 points are added. WISDOM is the Start Square;

MONEY PRIZES: There will be one Grand Prize and two runners-up (adjusted according to the
number of games being played). There will be a starting “kitty”, to which may be added good-
will contributions by the players.

Winners do not keep the money for themselves, but give it to “specific needs charities” in the

community; e.g., Food Pantry, etc. At the subsequent “Ready.Set.Grow” Event, winners
report back on where the money went.



http://secondenlightenment.org/Eucharistic%20Worldview.pdf
http://secondenlightenment.org/The%20Anti%20Monopoly%20Board%20Game.pdf

Negotiating the PlayBoard

1: START BOX: WISDOM: Every Newborn inherits forward WISDOM -- intuitionally
remembered in-common from the past in Transformational DNA.

In All Beginnings -- WISDOM -- WISDOM is about “DISCERNMENT”

“C” is for CULTURE; “E” is for EDUCATION; “R” is for RELIGION; “N” is for NATURE

CULTURE is by way of Faith-Formation — COMMUNICATION

(The Mystical Way: VIA UNITIVA) RESOURCE: “The SECOND ENLIGHTENMENT TRILOGY”

2: BOXTWO: WORD: WORD begins the Communication of the past with the present in
the dialogic mentoring of LIGHT and INSIGHT.

“In the beginning was the Word...” (Jn.1:1)
WORD-Communication (EDUCATION) Informs Faith-CONSCIOUSNESS

(The Mystical Way: VIA ILLUMINATIVA) RESOURCE: “The CONSCIOUS LIGHT TRILOGY”

3: BOX THREE: LIGHT: LIGHT penetrates the Deep Well of insight and awakens
Consciousness in the cosmic setting, ever-old, ever-new.

LIGHT-Informed Faith-CONSCIOUSNESS (RELIGION) Informs Conscience.

(The Mystical Way: VIA PURGATIVA) RESOURCE: “The JUSTIFIED LIVING TRILOGY”

4: BOX FOUR: LOVE: Enabled in Remembrance, Love commits its fervor in new-found
relationships, secured and restored in Conscience that deepens the Love-Sense of Care-Taking
in its many facets.

LOVE-Reformed CONSCIENCE Informs TRUST in Nature - NATURE as ‘Primary Scripture’ and
‘Primary Sacrament’: ECOLOGY - the shared place of Faith Experience in Network Life, as St.
Francis appreciated.

(The Mystical Way: VIA IMITATIVA) RESOURCE: “The POETREE TRILOGY”



The TRIPLE-WIN Church-Event

Not always are Church-Events Triple-Win events: the “Gamble-on-God Game” is

triple-win: players learn about faith and community; players have fun together in
the challenge of learning; and, players contribute in word/ work (financially) to
the service needs of others in community.

In harmony with the Seasons of Nature, the “Ready-Set-Grow” Event gives deeper
insight and experience to the Seasons of Nature, i.e., experiencing the ‘Naturalis
Sacramentum Ordinis’.

What is EUCHARIST?

EUCHARIST is “being Godlike” to one another. God is WORD/LIGHT/LOVE. We are
called to be Word/Light/Love to one another, to all life by way of Communication,
Consciousness and Conscience - what is ‘Trimorphic Resonance’. The Graces of
“being Godlike” are Faith/Hope/Love.

In fine: Eucharist is about doing to others what we want others to do to us, and
not doing to other what we don’t want others to do to us.

One and all! Let us be Eucharist to one another. Eucharist is Ultimate WISDOM -
the “Prize of the God-Game”.
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